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Little Rooster and the Mechanical Robots
children’s hospital and rgm at THEARC
Southeast, Washington, DC

Beginning on September 16, 2013, 
Creative and Therapeutic Arts 
Services at Children’s National 
Medical Center will team up with 
Ross Global Management and 
the Corcoran Gallery of  Art’s 
ArtReach program at THEARC to 
present an innovative series of  arts 
programs for young people titled, 
Robots at THEARC!

The series of  programs have 
been created with the dynamic 5 ft by 
6 ft painting, Little Rooster and the 
Mechanical Robots, as their central 
focus.  The painter, James 
Williams II, will be intimately 
involved with the project.  Programs 
will incorporate the work of  Master 
Storyteller Bill Grimmette and 
Performance Artist Chukwumaa.

The series will invite young 
District of  Columbia patients and 
primary school students to interact 
with the painting in a variety of  
stimulating ways.

The core programs of  Creative 
and Therapeutic Arts Services at 
Children’s National Medical Center 
have as their mission to help children 
transcend the hospital experience by 
bringing the cultural arts, arts 
education, and other activities that 
encourage learning, promote wellness 
through self  expression, and speed 
the healing process.

The Corcoran Gallery of  Art, 
one of  Washington, D.C.’s oldest art 
museums and home to the city’s only 
college of  art and design, resides as 
the visual arts partner at THEARC 

through its ArtReach program.  
Corcoran ArtReach is a year-round 
museum outreach program, designed 
to empower D.C. youth and families 
to explore and trust their own 
creativity within the context of  art 
making and art history.

Ross Global Management 
manages the tour of  Little Rooster 
and the Mechanical Robots.  The 
company offers project management 
and business services to start-up, 
small, and non-profit businesses, and 
has more than 10 years’ experience 
developing and managing projects 
and programs for companies 
including  non-profit relief  
organizations, publishers, engineering 
firms, luxury brands, and  
entertainment artists.

Welcome to the tour 
that examines science, 
math, and 
wonderment through 
the brilliant, massive 
painting by James 
Williams II, Little 
Rooster and the 
Mechanical Robots. 
The painting is offered 
for exhibition to STEM 
and primary learning 
schools, to encourage 
and inspire students.
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http://www.childrensnational.org/visiting/servicesforfamilies/newhorizons.aspx
http://www.childrensnational.org/visiting/servicesforfamilies/newhorizons.aspx
http://www.childrensnational.org/visiting/servicesforfamilies/newhorizons.aspx
http://www.childrensnational.org/visiting/servicesforfamilies/newhorizons.aspx
http://www.thearcdc.org/partners-programs/partners/corcoran-gallery-art-corcoran-artreach
http://www.thearcdc.org/partners-programs/partners/corcoran-gallery-art-corcoran-artreach
http://www.corcoran.org/youth-family/corcoran-artreach
http://www.corcoran.org/youth-family/corcoran-artreach
http://rossglobalmanagement.com
http://rossglobalmanagement.com
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In 2009, Children’s National Medical Center was awarded a 
five-year Science Education Partnership Award (SEPA) from 
the National Institutes of  Health to create a partnership with 
the National Children’s Museum and the George Washington 
University Graduate School of  Education and Human 
Development.  The award was established to advance medical 
science education for students of  all ages.

The partnership strives to foster an active understanding of 
scientific inquiry and the creation of  scientific investigations 
through hands-on learning for children in the Washington, 
D.C. Metropolitan area.

Upon seeing the painting Little Rooster and the 
Mechanical Robots, Creative and Therapeutic Arts Services 
Director Tina Lassiter felt that the story of  Little Rooster in his 

father’s science laboratory would be a perfect fit for a SEPA 
partnership-based program.

This stop on the tour of  Little Rooster and the Mechanical 
Robots aims to advocate for science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM) education and inspire a new generation of  
STEM leaders, while contributing a beautiful and unique 
aesthetic to the ArtReach gallery at THEARC. And through 
the associated activities planned throughout the exhibition 
students may be introduced to the relationships between STEM 
and the computer games, cell phones, rockets, skyscrapers, 
science fiction, music, and even city murals that are familiar 
features of  their daily lives.  Set in a bygone era, the painting’s 
technological references deliver the message that scientific 
discoveries are ever-evolving.

CNMC’s Creative and Therapeutic Arts
mechanical robots enhance science program
Children’s National Medical Center, Washington, DC

“My paintings of Little Rooster parallel 
many scenarios from my life. Despite his 
longing to remain a child, events force him 
to confront the burdens of adulthood. An 
adult often sees the world as gray and 
monotonous, but a child sees color and 
endless possibilities.”

James Williams II, Painter
(Pictured with wife Ty)
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The Reception
jerk wings and jelly
Gathering the Community
Robots at THEARC seeks to attract 
patients of  Children’s National Medical 
Center’s satellite clinic at THEARC as 
well as children and adults in the resident 
Southeast, Washington, D.C. 
neighborhood.  To create a community 
experience, Robots at THEARC will 
host two celebratory receptions.

Serving food at an event encourages 
social interaction and stimulates 
conversation.  Seeking every opportunity 
to discuss the issues and create ideas that 
will generate scientific interest, thought, 

education, and play among children, 
parents, and friends, Robots at 
THEARC pledges to be a community 
oriented project and will gather its 
community together for science, art, 
entertainment, and food!

Each Robots at THEARC program 
will commence with light fare for 
children and adults.

A fun menu might include jelly 
finger sandwiches, fresh fruit, and boxed 
juices for the kids.

Savory jerk wings, fried plantains, 
and sparkling juice will bring together 
the adults.

Artists and performers will be on 
hand to keep the fun and dialogue going.

Robots at THEARC
art, science, and 
imagination
September 16 - October 14, 2013
The painting at the center of  this 
program, Little Rooster and the 
Mechanical Robots, depicts a vivid scene 
in the 1930s. In it, Little Rooster, an 
energetic young African American boy 
tinkers in his father’s science laboratory, 
surrounded by African American 
engineers, electronic equipment, and the 
gigantic robots that are being energized 
with electric current.

The larger-than-life dynamism of  
the painting is guaranteed to thrill 
children of  all ages.  “I believe the Little 
Rooster painting will invite young 
viewers to climb in, take an exploratory 
journey and create their own stories,” 
said Creative and Therapeutic Arts 
Services Director Tina Lassiter.

A Little Rooster Story & My Little Rooster

Master Storyteller Bill Grimmette is the 
Executive Director of  100 Black Men of  
Maryland. His performance venues have 
included the Kennedy Center and 
Guggenheim Museum. At THEARC, 
Grimmette will share his version of  the 
story of  “Little Rooster”. His theme 
involves a reinvention of  the sound we 
know as “cock-a-doodle-doo!” In an 
interactive performance with the young 
audience, Grimmette will modify the 
rooster’s crow to create the sounds “Pro 
Pos Pos Pow Purrrr!” representing the 
ideas “Promise=Positivity + Possibility x 
Powerful Purpose.”

James Williams II, the creator of  the 
painting, has a MFA from the Maryland 
Institute College of  Art and a prestigious 
Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant. 
Following Grimmette’s story, Williams 
will lead the children in an art project in 
which they get to draw and paint their 
versions of  Little Rooster.  Those 
drawings will be exhibited alongside 
Little Rooster and the Mechanical 
Robots for the duration of  the exhibition.

Science • Art • Futurism
The second program will feature the 
performance artist Chukwumaa.  
Chukwumaa has a BA from the 
University of  Maryland and honors as an 

earlier engineering student.  His 
program, too, will be highly interactive, 
incorporating improvisation along with 
live audio performance using both 
sampled and processed sounds.  It will 
include narrative elements and sounds 
evoking technology and industry.

A variety of  tools and musical 
instruments will be on hand for audience 
members to “play” to create the 
performance.  Chukwumaa will 
electronically manipulate the sounds in 
real time, combining them to create a 
futuristic, aural landscape, inspired by the 
audience’s choice in sound objects, its 
mood, and its reaction.
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“This painting is 
interesting, not only for 
what it depicts in and of 
itself, but what it points to.  
There is a long history of 
science fiction influencing 
science reality. Here 
People of Color’s part in 
this dialogue – from 
Octavia Butler to Charles 
Drew and Neil Degrasse 
Tyson to Sun Ra – is 
brought out.”

Chukwuma, Performance Artist

Bill Grimmette, Master Storyteller
In my story for children, Little Rooster is the 
Reminder Bird that translates the rooster’s crow 
from “cock-a-doodle-doo” to “Pro-Pos-Pos-
Pow-Purrrr”.  You need to hear it to believe it!
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Support from the art, science, engineering, and 
philanthropic communities is being requested to 
bring “Robots at THEARC” to Washington, D.C. in 
September 2013.
      These disciplines share the project’s mission of  
fostering STEM education among minority primary 
and secondary school students, and your recognition 
and financial support will be critical in broadening 
the programs’ reach and thereby strengthening its 
effectiveness.  Opportunities for funding different 
elements of  the program are shown at right.

Supporters may fund one or more activities or 
the entire Robots at THEARC project.

In addition to the countless smiles on children’s 
faces and enlightening attending parents and other 
adults, your generosity will be recognized on all 
project correspondence, including websites, press 
releases, notices, invitations, PSAs, and printed 
programs.

If  you have questions, or to learn more about 
the Little Rooster and the Mechanical Robots 
project, “Robots at THEARC”, please contact RGM 
at 202.210.2427 or send an email to 
assistance@rossglobalmanagement.com.

If  your sponsorship decision is an easy one, click 
one or more activities on the right to contribute 
online, or mail a check by July 31, 2013 payable to: 

Ross Global Management
2836 27th Street NE
Washington, DC 20018

Thank you in advance for your kind support!
We will contact you within 24 hours.

A Little Rooster Story $200: Conducted by 
	 master storyteller, Bill Grimmette

My Little Rooster $300:  Conducted by 
	 painter, 	James Williams II and an activity 
	 assistant

Science • Art • Futurism $200:  A 
 performance by performance artist, 
 Chukwumaa

Reception I $200: For the storytelling  
	 and painting program

Reception II $200: For the science 
	 performance

Riding with Little Rooster $200: Transport 
	 and promotional expenses

Fund Robots at THEARC $1500: Includes 
 all of  the above plus a tax-deductible 
 donation to Creative and Therapeutic Arts 
 Services at Children’s National Medical 
 Center

“When the president of a public charter 
STEM school could not afford the 
painting, I purchased it to share it with 
young students. Having the opportunity 
to share it with CNMC patients exceeds 
the reach I had imagined.”

Changamiré, Jazz Vocalist

Your contribution ensures success
Fund a program, reception, or all!
A La Carte
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Join Us 
Ross Global 
Management, Creative 
and Therapeutic Arts 
Services at Children’s 
National Medical 
Center, and Corcoran 
ArtReach present 
Robots at THEARC.  
Become a partner!

mailto:assistance@rossglobalmanagement.com?subject=Robots%20at%20THEARC%20Inquiry
mailto:assistance@rossglobalmanagement.com?subject=Robots%20at%20THEARC%20Inquiry
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9NRSL2YJUYFRW
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9NRSL2YJUYFRW
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=RQSV6K8N9HAWS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=RQSV6K8N9HAWS
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7T6925Q4ANL92
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=7T6925Q4ANL92
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=6CBTRS87Y8KWE
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=6CBTRS87Y8KWE
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=Z24WBGNKA9H9G
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=Z24WBGNKA9H9G
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=N8574XPRUSQZJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=N8574XPRUSQZJ
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=UXE3A3M57ZE34
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=UXE3A3M57ZE34

